EEIQN OF ASSHUBNAZIEFAL.                57

tribute foreshadows a great campaign of conquest
toward which this storing up of supplies of money
and material is a necessaiy preparation. Possibly
the traders of Nineveh, profiting by the earlier
punishment of the Aramaeans, were urging the
king to wider conquests in the prosperous west,
which would result in a still further extension of
their trade. However that may be, the year 879
brought matters of immense importance in As*
Syrian history. The king first marched south-
west to the Euphrates and the Kbabur. The
Aramaeans of Bit-Khalupe Imd not forgotten their
sore discipline, and paid their tribute at once.
And in like manner one community after another
gave their silver and gold, their horses and cattle,,
to their suzerain as he moved slowly down the
Euphrates to Anat (modern Aimth).

All this resembles former campaigns, but now a
sudden change appears. Attempting to collect
tribute at Suru (another city of tlie same name as
the capital of Bit-Khalupe), Asshurnazirpal finds
the Shuhites, whose chief city Suru was, in league
with the Kassite Babylonians in their resistance.
The Babylonian king at this time was Nabn-apal-
iddin, who began to reign in his ancient city prob-
ably very soon after Asshuraasdrpal began to
reign in Assyria. He was either a weak man or a
man of extraordinary policy, or he would long be-
fore this have been in conflict with his northern
neighbor. In the discontent of the Shuhites he
saw a hopeful opportunity for injuring Assyria